
Enabling International 
Research Infrastructures! 

 
 

"Ideas pull the trigger,  
                      but instinct loads the gun" 

  
 

  
 …..some ideas! 
 
Pierrick.Fillon@ec.europa.eu 
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•A €80 billion research and 
innovation funding program 
(2014 -2020) 
 

•A response to economic crisis 
by investing in future jobs and 
growth 
 

•It addresses people's concerns 
about their livelihoods, safety and 
environment 

 

 

3 

WHAT IS HORIZON 2020? 

Open to the world 





 Research and 
 Innovation 
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The RI Challenge  
 

"setting the scene as a contribution 
to Science and Society" 

 
 
 



 Research and 
 Innovation 

Importance of RI 

RI 

International context : 
Common vision on RI 

Promoting 
Big Science, 

Big data 

Preserving the capacity 
to address all issues: 
from Climate change 

impacts to food 
security, … 

Enabling access, 
involving all 

stakeholders (private 
sector, etc) 



 …well above average sea-level rise is found 
regionally near the Philippines (14.7+/- 4,4 
mm/yr) and Indonesia (8,3+/-4.7mm :yr).. 



Climate change, flood and sea water rise 
 

http://flood.firetree.net/ 

Sea water rise + soil subsidence 
End century 

Bangkok, 2011 

More intense rainfall and typhoons 

Salinization rice fields 
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Research Infrastructures: Danubius 

Research Infrastructure  
supporting the  EU Strategy for 
the Danube 

Key focus on river-delta-sea 
systems  

Link to JPIs –Joint Platform 
Initiatives (WATER JPI JPI 
OCEANS) 



	

Examples!? Where to start  

  Support from Reseach & Innovation,  
     Danube-Mekong expertise 
     Potential of identification or future RI actions 
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Thank you! 
 
 

Nb:  Thanks to Vietnam –CARE (FR) research center for the photos 

 
 



Contamination of rivers, impact on human health and ecosystems 

Cities Hanoi: 700.000 m3 /day, 90% untreated 

Countryside: Increased use of fertilizer and pesticides 

in Vietnam
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http://www.terre-indochine.com/voyage_indo.asp?Numero=377
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Other water-relevant international 
initiatives 

• PRIMA : sustainability of food production and processing 
and water provision -Mediterranean Area 
 

• Belmont Forum: Forum of funding agencies - global 
environmental change research  (Nexus, e-Infrastructures, 
Transformations to sustainability)  

 
• International cooperation with India, China, Africa 

(water supply and sanitation) 
 
• International 2017 Year of Water (in Brazil). 

 
 


